
Introduction 
     Among the world’s many horse breeds, some emerge through centuries of natural adaptation, while others are carefully developed by 
breeders seeking to combine desirable traits. The Aegidienberger horse, a relatively young and rare German breed, belongs firmly in the 
latter category. Originating in the 1980s in North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany, this horse was created to combine the 
remarkable endurance and five-gaited movement of the Icelandic horse with the size, elegance, and refinement of the Peruvian Paso. 
Though still relatively uncommon, the Aegidienberger is steadily gaining recognition for its versatility, unique gaits, and adaptability as 
both a leisure and competition horse. 

Origins and Development 
     The Aegidienberger r horse owes its existence to a vision held by German breeders Walter Feldmann and his son, Walter Feldmann 
Jr., in the late 20th century. Feldmann Sr., already well known in the equestrian community, was fascinated with gaited horses and their 
potential for both pleasure riding and sport. He sought to create a horse that could combine the robust stamina and friendly personality 
of the Icelandic horse with the elegance, smoothness, and refinement of the Peruvian Paso. 

The Parent Breeds 
     Icelandic Horse – Originating from Iceland, this small but hardy breed is famous for its additional gaits, the tölt and pace, and for
                                    thriving in harsh climates. Icelandic horses are strong, durable, and often capable of carrying adult riders despite
                                    their relatively small size. 

     Peruvian Paso – Bred in South America and considered one of the smoothest-riding horses in the world, the Peruvian Paso is 
	                    celebrated for its unique lateral gait known as the paso llano and its showy presence. Taller and more refined than 
                                  the Icelandic horse, it also brings elegance and beauty to the mix. 
     By crossing these breeds, Feldmann hoped to develop a slightly larger, smoother-gaited horse than the Icelandic while retaining 
hardiness, strength, and a friendly, cooperative temperament. The crossbreeding began in Aegidienberg, a district of Bad Honnef in 
Germany, from which the breed takes its name. 
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Recognition and Breed Standards 
     The Aegidienberger was formally recognized as a distinct breed in the 1990s. While still relatively rare outside of Germany, breeders 
maintain a registry and promote the horse through associations dedicated to gaited breeds. 
     To be registered as an Aegidienberger, a horse must show the distinctive traits of its parentage: the ability to perform the tölt gait, a 
height typically between 13.2 and 15 hands (135–155 cm), and a balanced, compact build suitable for both riding comfort and stamina. 

 Physical Characteristics 
     The Aegidienberger embodies a balanced fusion of Icelandic strength and Peruvian elegance. 

     Size and Build 
       •  Typically stands 13.2–15 hands high. 
       •  More refined and taller than Icelandic horses, making them better suited for taller riders. 
       •  Compact yet elegant body, with strong legs and well-formed hooves adapted for various terrains. 

     Head and Neck 
       •  The head is usually straight to slightly convex, reflecting Peruvian Paso influence. 
       •  Expressive eyes and a refined muzzle give them a pleasant appearance. 
       •  The neck is well arched and medium in length, allowing flexibility and balance under saddle. 

     Mane and Tail 
      •  Often feature thick manes and tails reminiscent of Icelandics, though sometimes finer depending on lineage. 

     Colors 
       •  All coat colors are accepted, from solid bays, chestnuts, and blacks to more striking variations like palomino, buckskin, or gray. 

 Temperament and Personality 
     One of the most appealing qualities of the Aegidienberger is its gentle, cooperative nature. Drawing from both parent breeds, these 
horses are intelligent, curious, and people-oriented. They tend to be: 
       •  Calm but lively – offering a perfect balance for leisure riding. 
       •  Trainable and eager to please – making them suitable for both novice and experienced riders. 
       •  Social and hardy – thriving in herd environments and often displaying strong bonds with their owners. 
    Their temperament makes them excellent family horses, as they are tolerant of children and forgiving of rider mistakes. 

 Gaits: The Signature Feature 
     The defining trait of the Aegidienberger is its tölt, a smooth four-beat lateral gait inherited primarily from the Icelandic side. 

     The Tölt 
       •  Provides a nearly bump-free ride, ideal for long distances. 
       •  Ranges in speed from a slow, relaxed walk-like pace to a brisk, ground-covering gait. 
       •  Comfortable for riders of all ages, especially those with back or joint sensitivities. 

     Other Gaits 
       •  Walk, trot, and canter are natural to the breed. 
       •  Some Aegidienberger may also exhibit the paso llano from their Peruvian side, or even a variation of the flying pace from the 
           Icelandic lineage. 
       •  The versatility of gait makes them enjoyable for riders seeking variety and smoothness. 

 Uses and Disciplines 
     The Aegidienberger is a versatile horse suitable for multiple disciplines. 

     Leisure Riding 
       Its smooth gaits and steady temperament make it an ideal horse for trail riding and long hacks. Riders can comfortably cover 
       distances without fatigue. 

     Sport and Competition 
       In Germany, Aegidienberger participate in gaited horse competitions, often showcasing the tölt as their main attraction. 
       While not as specialized as purebred Icelandic horses in pace racing, they excel in versatility classes. 

     Therapeutic Riding 
       Because of their smooth gaits and gentle temperaments, some Aegidienberger are used in therapeutic riding programs, 
       offering physically comfortable rides for individuals with mobility issues. 

     Family Horse 
       Their size and disposition make them suitable for family environments,   
       where different members of varying skill levels 
       may ride the same horse. 

 Care and Management 
     Aegidienberger, like their Icelandic ancestors, are hardy and relatively 
low-maintenance. However, their care does require attention to a few specifics: 
       Diet – Adaptable to modest feeding; they do not require rich diets and can 
       thrive on hay and pasture. 
       Overfeeding should be avoided to prevent obesity. 
       Housing – While capable of living outdoors year-round, they benefit from    
       shelter in extreme weather, especially in warmer 
        climates compared to their Icelandic relatives. 
       Hoof Care – Strong hooves generally mean fewer issues, but regular 
       trimming is essential. 
       Exercise – They are energetic horses who enjoy regular riding and 
       mental stimulation. 

Health Considerations 
     The breed benefits from the hybrid vigor of crossbreeding, making it 
      relatively healthy. 
      However, like all horses, they may be prone to: 
      •  Weight gain if overfed. 
      •  Joint issues if pushed too hard in gaited competitions. 
      •  General equine concerns such as colic or laminitis if management is poor. 

     Their average lifespan is 25–30 years, consistent with both parent breeds. 

 Rarity and Challenges 
     The Aegidienberger remains a rare breed, with only a few hundred individuals worldwide, most concentrated in Germany. 
     Several factors contribute to this rarity: 
     •  Limited Breeding Population – As a relatively new breed, the genetic pool is still small. 
     •  Competition with Parent Breeds – Icelandic horses and Peruvian Pasos already have strong followings, making it harder 
         for the Aegidienberger to gain traction. 
     •  Recognition – Outside Germany, few people have heard of the breed, limiting international demand. 
     However, niche interest in gaited horses is growing, especially in Europe and North America, which may support future 
     expansion of the breed. 

 Cultural Significance 
     Though young, the Aegidienberger represents an important chapter in equestrian culture, particularly in Germany. It reflects breeders’ 
desire to innovate and create a horse tailored to modern riders seeking comfort, versatility, and companionship. The breed also 
demonstrates the successful blending of distant traditions—Scandinavian endurance and South American refinement—into a 
harmonious whole. 

Future Prospects 
     The Aegidienberger’s future depends largely on breeder dedication and international promotion. With rising interest in leisure horses 
that are easy to ride and maintain, the breed is well-positioned to attract a broader audience. Potential growth areas include: 
     •  Trail and leisure riding communities in Europe and North America. 
     •  Therapeutic riding programs, where their smooth gait is a natural advantage. 
     •  Gaited horse shows, where they can showcase their tölt against other breeds. 

     Increased awareness, careful breeding practices, and support from gaited horse associations will be crucial to ensuring the breed’s 
survival and growth. 
     The Aegidienberger horse is a remarkable example of modern equestrian innovation. By blending the Icelandic horse’s resilience and 
gaits with the Peruvian Paso’s elegance and smoothness, breeders have created a versatile, comfortable, and friendly horse suited for a 
wide range of riders. While still rare, its unique qualities—especially the tölt—set it apart from many other breeds. 
     As equestrian culture continues to value comfort, companionship, and versatility, the Aegidienberger has the potential to step out of 
its niche and gain greater recognition worldwide. For those fortunate enough to encounter one, riding an Aegidienberger offers not just a 
smooth gait, but a glimpse into the creative possibilities of horse breeding. 


